Structure of DNA

1. Look at the texts you have been provided.  Study the structures of DNA depicted by different artists.  

2. Observe the differences and similarities between the different drawings.  What basic structures are the same in all the drawings?  Write down what each group member observed about the structures of DNA shown.  

	Name
	Observation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Decide with your group how you will use the supplies provided to create a 3-D Model of DNA.

4. Make a drawing of your model and include a key.  Your key may include some or all of the following structures:

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)

Nitrogen bases

Sugar-phosphate Backbone

Adenine (A)

Thymine (T)

Cytosine (C)

Guanine (G)


Questions: (Answer the following questions in your science notebook.)
1. How did your group collaborate well together? Give a specific example of something you or someone else did to help your group accomplish your task.

2. How did your DNA model compare with others in the class?  What was similar?  What was different?

3. Write a 3-4 sentences describing the structure of DNA.  Your paragraph must include the words: nitrogen base, sugar-phosphate backbone, and double helix.

4. Who were Watson and Crick?  Why were their contributions to science important enough that you need to know who they are?
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